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Is right in following his present system,
for the Spaniards like their bigotry/ their
priests, and all their ancient customs.
Ferdinand's confessor once -said to me:
"Why do you wish us to change our present
modes? We like them, and so ought you,
for while we follow them we' shair never be
a great nation,, but wtf are content to be
as we are/ It is. impossible to force a
great nation contrary to its opinion.33 The
Admiral remarked that the opinion of a
nation was seldom known till it was tried.
"England is endeavouring to do so", he
resumed, "by supporting the Bourbons."
The Admiral said it was yet to be seen
whether or not it was really contrary to the
majority. Bonaparte said: "England ought
to have left me on the throne of France, to
have humbled her, and to have reduced
her boundaries as much as they pleased/3
Lady Malcolm said it would not have been
good policy in England, because he would
not have allowed France to remain in a
humbled state. England required peace,
and he would as soon as possible have gone
to war to raise France to the greatness he